Message for Zushi Fair Trade City Declaration

Hello my name is Bruce Crowther and | am the founder of the Fair Trade Towns
movement and am speaking to you now from my home inGarstang, the world’s first
Fair Trade Town thathas now led to an international movement of over 1,800 Fair
Trade Towns in 28 countries.| have just returned from the 10" International Fair Trade
Towns conference held in Baskinta in Lebanon where they now have 9 Fair Trade
Towns. This is truly an international movement and | welcome you on board.

| congratulate all those involved in helping to make Zushi the 3rd Fair Trade City in
Japan.| had the great privilege to visit the 1% and 2" Fair Trade Cities of Kumamoto
and Nagoya during my visit to Japan in 2010 and remember very well how difficult it all
seemed to develop Fair Trade cities in Japan. But you have persevered and
succeeded. This is a remarkable achievement and only goes to prove that
perseverance does pay off. | have always said that“f you bang your head against the
wall for long enough it will eventually fall. But remember it will leave you with one heck
of a headache”.

The greatest strength of Fair Trade Towns is that it is a people’s movement working
across all communities and therefore the movement is about you, every single one of
you in Zushi, in Japan, in fact right across Asia and the world.

I am delighted that Zushi is now a Fair Trade City and | warmly welcome you as a part
of thisgreat movement that is fighting for change today, to bring about trade justice
and an end to poverty.l wish you every success.

Bruce Crowther MBE
International Fair Trade Towns Ambassador
July 2016
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